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Inits 12" edition, the Agenda Exhibition showcases many intellectuallyand
technically diverse artworks by a number of young artists, most of whom
are taking part for the very first time. The large number of participants can
be attributed to the new approach of announcing the call for participation
for this edition.

This year’'s announcement was through social media platforms only, and
was received by 5,000 users, four hundred of whom applied from different
governorates and abroad. One hundred and fifty artists were selected to
display their artworks in this round, which highlights Agenda’s role as
an important and influential gateway for young talented visual artists to
enrich and contribute to the field of visual arts.

Dr. Mohamed Salem
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The 12" Round of Agenda Honors

Arlist Hamdi Gabr

Professor Mahmoud Hamdi Zaki Gabr was born in 1939 in Mansoura, where he
grew up; he later moved to Alexandria with his family. In 1958, he studied sculpture
at the Faculty of Fine Arts in Alexandria, where the Sculpture Department was headed
at the time by the salient artist Gamal Elsagini, who was Gabr’s first mentor. Gabr
graduated in 1961 and was appointed Demonstrator at the Faculty. He obtained
his Masters degree in 1974, then travelled to Italy, where he obtained a Diploma
(equivalent to a Phd) from the Fine Arts Academy in Rome in 1978 and a Diploma
from the Medal Institute in 1977.

Hamdi Gabr worked as Lecturer at the Sculpture Department at the Faculty of Fine
Arts in 1978, then as Associate Professor, and later as Professor in 1984. From 1984
to 1990, he was the Deputy of the Faculty of Fine Arts, then Head of its Sculpture
Department from 1993 to 1996. After that, he worked as a full-time Professor from
1999 until he passed away in 2018.

He was a Founding Member of the Fine Artists Syndicate in 1983, as well as the Artists
and Writers Society (Alexandria Atelier). He was also a member of the Permanent
Academic Committees responsible for faculty promotions from 1989 to 2008.

Gabr received numerous awards and medals, including the Third Sculpture Prize
at the Alexandria International Biennale for Mediterranean Countries in its 4t and
8t editions (1961 and 1970). In the same Biennale, he also won the Second Sculpture
Prize in 1972 and an Honorable Mention in 1978. Moreover, he received an award for
designing and executing the Alexandria Biennale medal for its 5t, 7t, 8%, 17, and
20t editions (1963, 1968, 1970, 1991, and 1999). The Ministry of Culture honored
him at the 20* Alexandria Biennale and he received the Alexandria University Merit
Award in 2007.

His artworks have been displayed among private collections and in museums; such
as: the Fine Arts Museum, the Mahmoud Said Museum in Alexandria, the Faculty of
Fine Arts Museum in Alexandria, the Cairo Modern Art Museum, and the Egyptian
Academy in Rome, Italy.
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Art Exhibitions and Collections Department

Director
Gamal Hosni

Deputy Director
Mohamed Khamis

Head of Exhibitions and Art Projects Section
Sherouk Talaat

Head of Temporary Exhibitions Unit
Mahmoud Hagras

Temporary Exhibitions Specialist
Israa Elaasser

Technicians

Ayman El-Khadrawy
Ayman Abdelatif
Abdelsamie Mohamed
Mohamed Amine

Budget OFFicer
Esraa Ragab

Executive Secretary
Iman Hosny

External Relations and Cooperation OFficer
Noha Ragheb

The Culture Outreach Publications Unit

Head of Unit
Maissa Azab

Design

Asma Haggag
Editing
Shahenda Ayman

Arabic Revision
Mohamed Elbarsege

Publishing Department

Translation

Dina Essawy
Kholoud Said
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Bibliotheca Alexandrina-Art Exhibitions and Collections Department



