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al-Azhar scholars and the intellectuals who drafted this
Declaration urge all Egyptian political parties and currents
to commit their efforts to Egypt’s political, economic and
social development in accordance with the principles stated
in this Declaration.

May God grant us success in our endeavors

for the welfare of the Nation.

Office of the Grand Imam of al-Azhar
17 Rajab 1432 A.H. (19 June 2011)
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Ninth Egyptshould rebuild its relations with its Arab sister-
States and its Islamic, African and international circles,
support Palestinian rights, protect the sovereignty of
Egyptian will, strive to regain its historic leading role
based on equality and independence and on cooperation
for the common good of all. Egypt should also engage in
noble efforts towards human advancement, protecting
the environment, and achieving just peace among all
nations.

Tenth Endorsing the proposal of the independence of
al-Azhar, the re-establishment of the Board of Senior
Ulama (Scholars) which shall be responsible for the
nomination and election of the Grand Imam of al-Azhar,
renewing the Azhar curricula to regain the Institution’s
intellectual role and worldwide influence in various fields.

Eleventh al-Azhar shall be the reference institution pertinent
to Islamic contemporary jurisprudence, thinking,
sciences, and heritage, without infringing the rights
of all to express their opinions provided they meet the
appropriate qualifications and adhere to the ethics of
dialogue and the consensus of the Nation’s Ulama.

on the Future of Egypt 9



they set up throughout the ages seeking the welfare of
humanity at large.

Sixth Full commitment to preserving the dignity of the
Egyptian nation and its national pride, to protecting
and fully respecting places of worship of the followers of
the three heavenly religions, to safeguarding the free and
unrestricted practices of all religious rites, to respecting
different worship practices without demeaning the
people’s culture and traditions, and to maintaining
freedom of artistic and literary expression and creativity
within the context of our established cultural values.

Seventh Education and scientific research are the
cornerstones of development in Egypt. All efforts
should be geared at catching up with what we missed
in these areas, mobilizing the community to eliminate
illiteracy, and investing in human resources to achieve
major projects.

Eighth Adopting the principle of jurisprudential priorities
to achieve development and social justice, fighting
despotism and corruption, and eliminate unemployment.
Harnessing community energies on the economic, social,
cultural and media levels should be the people’s top
priority; noting that adequate and serious health care is a
duty of the state toward all citizens.

al-Azhar Declaration



rotation of power, and role identification, performance
monitoring, accountability to the people, seeking public
interests in all legislations and decisions, governing by the
rule of law and nothing but the law, tracking corruption,
and ensuring complete transparency and freedom of
information.

Third Commitment to a system of freedom of thought
and expression, with full respect to human rights and
the rights of women and children, while emphasizing
plurality and full respect of all heavenly religions, and
to citizenship as a social responsibility.

Fourth Full respect of difference and the ethics of dialogue;
and the necessity of prohibiting labeling others as
disbelievers or traitors, and abusing religion to disunite
and pit citizens against each other; considering
incitement of religious strife or sectarian and racist calls
as crimes against the nation; and the promotion of even
dialogue and mutual respect among citizens without
any discrimination in rights and duties among citizens.

Fifth Commitment to all international conventions, resolutions
and achievements of civilization in terms of human relations
in existence with the tolerant Arab and Islamic traditions,
the extensive cultural experience of Egyptians throughout
the ages, and with the examples of peaceful co-existence

on the Future of Egypt 7



THEREFORE, we declare that we have reached consensus
to the following principles which outline the enlightened Islamic
reference point embodied in a number of comprehensive issues
derived from definite and sound religious texts, reflecting a
sound understanding of religion:

First Supporting the establishment of a modern, constitutional
democratic nation-state, based on a constitution accepted
by the nation, which separates between the State’s
authorities and its legal ruling institutions; determines
the boundaries of governance; guarantees the equal
rights and duties of its citizens and offers the people’s
representatives the power of legislation in accordance
with the precepts of true Islam, a religion that has never,
throughout its history, experienced a theocratic state such
as that humanity has suffered from in certain historical
periods. Islam allowed people to administer their societies
and choose the mechanisms and institutions that would
best serve their interests, provided that the principles of
Islamic Law (Shari’a) are the main source of legislation,
and guarantee that the followers of other heavenly
religions would have recourse to their own religious laws
in matters of personal status.

Second Embracing the democratic system, based on free
and direct elections, which represents the modern
formula of implementing the Islamic precept of Shura
(consultation). Democracy guarantees pluralism, peaceful

al-Azhar Declaration



to Imam Muhammad ‘Abduh and his diligent students,
as well as leading imams such as the Shaykhs al-Maraghi,
Muhammad ‘Abdullah Diraz, Mustafa ‘Abd al-Raziq and
Shaltout and others of its leading scholars. They were
also inspired by the achievements of prominent Egyptian
philosophers, lawmakers, writers, and artists who contributed
and helped in shaping contemporary Egyptian and Arab
thought and consciousness. They developed a common
background that would lead to an ultimate goal unanimously
accepted by the nation’s intellectuals. The goal is to outline
the principles governing the relation between Islam and the
State at this critical stage, according to a consensual strategy
that defines the longed-for modern State and its governing
mechanism. Such principles would stimulate the nation’s
march towards the development and progress, ensure the
transition to democracy and guarantee social justice, usher
Egypt into the world of science and knowledge production,
and promote peace and prosperity, while maintaining human
and spiritual values and cultural heritage. This would protect
the Islamic ideals instilled in the nation’s conscience and
in scholars and intellectuals’ conscience against neglect,
distortion, exaggeration, and misinterpretation, as well as
against misuse by deviant parties who may raise ideological
or extremist sectarian slogans that contradict our nation’s
principles, deviate from moderate norms, violate the essence
of Islam (freedom, justice and equality), and defy the tolerant
teachings of all heavenly religions.

on the Future of Egypt 5



In appreciation of al-Azhar’s leading role in crystallizing

moderate Islamic thought, the assembled group emphasize

its importance as a beacon of light, one to turn to in defining

the relationship between state and religion, one to interpret

the sound rules of governance (siyasa shar’iyya) that ought

to be followed, and to draw on its accumulated experience,

its scientific and intellectual history which is based on the

following dimensions:

1.

Jurisprudential dimension: Reviving and renewing religious
sciences following the doctrine of Ahl al-sunnah wal jama’a
(People of the Sunnah and the Community) which reconciles
reason with tradition and elucidates the rules of interpreting
religious texts.

. Historical dimension: Leading the national movement

toward freedom and independence.

. Cultural dimension: Reviving natural sciences, humanities

and arts.

. Pragmatic dimension: Leading Egyptian society and

shaping leaders of opinion in Egyptian public life.

. Comprehensive dimension: Amalgamating knowledge,

leadership, development and culture in the Arab and the
Islamic worlds.

Intheirdiscussions, participantsinvoked thelegacyofleading

intellectual and reformist Azhar figures, from Shaykh Hasan
al-‘Attar and his eminent student Shaykh Rifa‘a al-Tahtawi,
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In the Name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

al-Azhar Al Sharif
Office of the Grand Imam of al-Azhar

al-Azhar Declaration
on the Future of Egypt

Upon the kind initiative of the Grand Shaykh of al-Azhar,
Dr. Ahmad al-Tayyeb, senior Azhar scholars (ulama) met with
a group of Egyptian intellectuals of different backgrounds
and religious affiliations. During the meetings held there
were intensive discussions over the current historic juncture
Egypt is going through in the aftermath of the 25 January
Revolution, and which is to be the driving force for Egypt’s
future, towards freedom, human dignity, equality, and social
justice.

There was consensus that Egypt’s future should be built on
a set of comprehensive and sound principles and guidelines to
be debated by different parties of the Egyptian society in order
to reach a framework of good governance.
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