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_ “"-_’! -"-" Montazah site, known since Antiquity, was rediscovered and developed in
the 19" and 20™ centuries to become Egypt’s royal summer retreat.

Khedive Abbas Hilmi, fascinated by the natural beauty of the site, decided o
build a summer retreat there, the Salamlek, in 1892.

King Fouad, later in 1927, built the Haramlek, and King Farouk added more
dependencies including the Tea Pavilion and bridge.

Following the 1952 coup d'état, the gardens and the beaches were opened
fo the public, yet still most of the site was reserved for EQypt’s elite society.
An ltalian company developed and managed the site and its beach cabins,
while the royal residences were fransformed into a hotel and casino.

More transformation followed with the addition of the Palestine Hotel in the
late 1960s, while casinos, clubs and entertainment facilities were added

successively.
This brief historical account is meant to document the history and development
of the site, and serve as a guide fo its resort and recreational facilities.

Mohamed Awad
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Montazah in Antiquity

Ancient remains discovered in Montazah
festify to the existence of the site since
Antiquity. Scholars associate Montazah with
the ancient site of Taposiris Pavra, named
in confrast to Taposiris Magna, west of
Alexandria in the modern site of Borg El Arab.

According fo purely literary sources, the
site was believed to have contained the
fomb of Osiris facing that of Idothoee (or
Isis Thea) in Acra-Lochias (modern Silselah).
Early evidence of existing archeology was
documented by Bofti as early as 1900, and
cemeteries dating from the Roman period
were later discovered by E. Breccia in 1926
when the Haramlek Palace was under
construction and Italian architects and
contractors were in charge of its building.
Fragments of a crown of a colossal statue
of Isis, Corinthian capitals and a granite altar
were recovered and displayed as part of the
garden landscapes of the palace.

Breccia also mentioned the possibility of
the existence of summer villas, since pottery
sherds, anchors and other fragments such
as column capitals were discovered on the
Tea Island which indicate, ftogether with
the naturally formed ports, the possibility of
the use of the site in Antiquity as a summer
resort. This is further emphasized with other
discoveries on the adjacent Maamourah
site, nearing land belonging to Prince Omar
Toussoun and all along the coast eastwards
to Canopus (nowadays Abu Kir).
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Above: Rock cut tombs as documented by Breccia in 1926.
Opposite: Archeological finds displayed in artificial groftos in the garden landscapes of the Haramlek.'
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1 Discoveries of the Necropolis of Montazah are also mentioned in Ramleh by Archduke Ludwig Salvator
who provides an extensive historical and modern account of the Ramleh district in Alexandria’s environs.
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Khedive Abbas Hilmi Il was accustomed to driving
his own private locomotive to Ramleh. On one of his
trips in the region he stopped in an area he greatly
admired for its exceptional natural beauty. On that
spot there was a small cabin that belonged to
a certain M. Zorié who abandoned the property in
favor of his sovereign. The Khedive then went about
buying the adjacent lands, increasing his private
property.
Influenced by his education in the Theresianum
Academy in Vienna, Austria, Abbas instructed his
architect Dimitri Fabricious Pasha, then architect of
the khedival palaces, to build him a palace inspired
by Austrian hunting lodges in a forest landscape.
In 1892 Dimitri Fabricious conceived the palace in
eclectic Austrian Baroque style and Khedive Hilmi

iieliliveécbbos Hilmi ! Djavidan Hanem, Countess May Torok took personal interest in developing the forest and
g uwlic Sguazll von Szendro

95 Ugd 95 Slo oSl - pild Vlads garden estate of the surrounding palace to suit
his own personal tastes and please his beloved
Hungarian Countess May Torok von Szendro later to
become his second wife?2. Their marriage took place
secretly at Montazah Palace, and was attended
by two sheikhs. The official ceremony took place
on 28 February 1910, presided by the Grand Mufti,
and the new wife of the Khedive of Egypt, who
converted to Islam, was given the name Princess
Djavidan Hanem.
According to Djavidan Hanem, both she and the
Khedive considered Montazah as their favorite
residence.

Khedive Abbas Hilmi visiting the site, in his famous train
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2 Ekbal Hanem was Khedive Abbas Hilmi's first wife and the mother of his six children.
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H.R.H Prince Abd El Moneim and Princess Nazli Shah with their children Prince Abbas and Princess Ekbal in their garden.
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Poem on Montazah by the Prince of Poets, Ahmed Shawki Bey
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Montazah sketched by Archduke Ludwig Salvator in Ramleh als Winteraufenthalt. Leipzig,1900
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British Red Cross Hospital and camps at Montazah during World War I

Montazah Sta. — Close to the station is the summer resort of the ex-
Khedive Abbas II, now (1922) being restored and refurnished by King
Fouad. Permission to enter should be obtained if possible, for the
scenery is unique in Egypt, and of the greatest beauty. The road leads
by roses, oleanders and pepper frees. From it a road turns, right, up
the hill to the Selamlek (men’s quarters), built by the Khedive in a style
that was likely to please his Austrian mistress; on the terrace in front
is a sun dial and some guns. From the terrace, view of the circular
bay with its fantastic promontories and breakwaters; the coast to the
right is visible as far as Aboukir, whose minaret peeps over a distant
headland; to the left are the Montazah woods; beneath, down

precipitous steps, a curved parade. Beautiful walks in every direction,
and perfect bathing. On the promontory to the right is a kiosk, and
at its point are some remains of buildings or baths—fragments of the
ancient Taposiris Parva that once stood here; some of them form
natfural fishponds. The woods are Pines Maritimes, imported by the
Khedive from Europe, and in the western section, beyond the Pigeon
House, the frees have grown high. Various buildings are in the estate;
in one corner are the foundations of an enormous mosque. During
the recent war (1914-1919) Montazah become a Red Cross Hospital;
thousands of convalescent soldiers passed through it and will never
forget the beauty and the comfort that they found there?®.

E.M. Forster. Alexandria: A History and a Guide, 1922
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Montazah, as E.M. Forster wrote to Dickinson on 28 July, “offered a glimpse of earthly paradise among its tamarisk groves and avenues of
flowering oleander on its reefs and fantastic promontories of rocks and sands, hundreds of young men ..... go about bare chested and bare

legged”.

E.M. Forster 1916.5

3 Forster organised concerts fo entertain the convalescent soldiers during World War | (1914-1918).
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5 Correspondence of E.M. Forster writing fo Dickinson (1916) cited in Michael Haag, Alexandria: City of Memory. p. 32.
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Sultan Hussein Kamel, Sultana Malak, and their daughters Princesses Samiha and Kadrieh
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The Maamourah Palace in Turkish eclectic style
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“One summer evening as night was falling, Fouad was taking his customary
stroll in the palace Gardens of Montaza, with his aide-de-camp following at a
discreet distance. Suddenly, inexplicably, An old woman appeared before him.
The aide sprang forward to pull her away, But very calmly she told Fouad that
she meant well, that she would tell him his fortune, his destiny. She spoke of many
good things to come for him, his Dynasty and his people, provided that he and
his family remained faithful to Allah and the commands of the Book, and that
they used the leftter F—the the first letter of his name—as often as possible...
Fouad was impressed by the words of the old soothsayer. He ordered that she be
given a gold dinar and be well fed before leaving. It happens that my father—
may his memory be eternal—who, as | have told you, was head gardener at
Montazah, was near at hand and witnessed what was said...

People heard about what had taken Place. At the palace everyone was
whispering about the F...

A few days later, before leaving for his other Palace in Alexandria, at Ras al-Tin,
Fouad ordered some Italian artists to decorate Montaza with huge calligraphic
Fs. Why did he choose the “F" of the Latin alphabet? Perhaps out of vanity, to
imitate Napoleon, who decorated everything with his monogram, N.

So "F" was carved grandly on the outer walls, F was painted on the gold-inlaid
halls, F on the silverware, F on the fine porcelain crockery, F here and F there,
F everywhere...

Shortly afterwards, Fouad’s first daughter was born and he gave her a name
beginning with F-Fawziya. His second daughter he named Fayza, the third Faika,
the fourth Fathia. Farouk was the fifth child, a son and heir, the pride and joy of
the King.

The years went by, Fouad passed away. Farouk was crowned King and
continued the devoted use of the letter F that dominated all the palaces. He
married Safinaz and immediately changed her name to Farida. Farida gave him
three daughters: Ferial, Fawziya, and Fadia...

Things started to go wrong for Farouk in 1951; after his divorce from Farida, he
took a new wife, Nariman, but he did not change her name...

But the worst part, the bookseller went on, incensed, “was that a year later when
Nariman gave Farouk their first son, an heir to the throne, they did not name
him after his grandfather. Instead of calling him Fouad they named him Ahmed
Fouad. The devil had succeeded in befuddling the King's brains...

From then on, everything went wrong...

The abdication of Farouk in July of 1952, the proclamation of the newborn
Ahmed Fouad as King, the exile of the Royal Family...”

Harry Tzalas, Farewell to Alexandria, 2000.




“"We went ashore in darkness in a large motor launch belonging
to the Egyptian navy and landed at the water gate of a palace
plungedin utter darkness; then, after much chaffering, somewhere
a switch was thrown and a sort of combination of Taj Mahal and
Eiffel Tower blared out upon the night. It was my first exposure
to Egyptian Baroque, so the simile is surprisingly apt. To blare, to
bray—so much light in so many mirrors of so many colours—the
effect was polymorphous perverse, so to speak ... | realized that |
was going to fall in love with the place—I saw that it was a huge
temple of inconsequences.”

Lawrence Durrell Constance: The Avignon Quintet
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Rare historic map of Montazah site and port
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Central hall in the Italian Baroque style Ernesto Verrucci Bey
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The main reception areas and salons are treated in the Baroque style,
their furniture in French Louis XV style. In the main salon are two desks
decorated with applied female bronze figures. The same gilfed bronze
figures also appear on the marble fireplace mounted by a wall arched
mirror which complements the arched setting of the fenestrations and wall
decorations.

The furniture includes a library chair upholstered in gros and petit point
needle work. One selette in mahogany marqueterie appears uniquely in
the arrangement, slightly bombé in Rococo style with gilted ormolu bronze
mounts.

The oak parquet floorings are covered with Persian Herat carpets, while the
chandeliers and appliqués in gilt bronze are cast in the Regency style.

Reception office and salons in the Baroque style
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Remarkably imposing,
dominating the general
layout of the Palace
is the centfral hall in
the Baroque style. lis
walls and surrounding
galleries are freated in
white Italian Arbescato
marble and policolor
glass is applied to its
fenestration and sky
roof, overshadowing
any furniture or works
of art which are hardly
noticeable in the interior
space arrangements.
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The private salons are also freated in the Baroque style. The
French style gilt canapé and bergéres in the Louis XV style,
surround the space arrangement. Two pier wooden gilded
tables carved in the Baroque style with marble tops appear in
the center of the room.

The parqguet floors are covered with nearly wall to wall Turkish
Ushak carpets, while the crystal chandelier is in the corbeille Louis
XVl style.




Main dining room in the eclectic Baroque style: the dining table,
chairs and fire place are in the Byzantine revival style.
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Aerial view of the site from the Dores collection aloum
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Above: the Cactus Garden facing the Haramlek Palace
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Right: Princesses school on the Port Bay
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“"the Montazah woods; beneath, down precipitous steps, a curved parade. Beautiful walks in every direction, and perfect bathing.

E.M. Forster, Alexandria: A History and a Guide,1922.
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The Port hosted the Khedival and Royal yachts Safaa El Bahr and El Mahroussa
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in a royal car

Nazli with her phlldren
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H.M. Queen Nazli wi



The Prince and Princesses at Montazah
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The Prince and Princesses playing at Montazah
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TRH Princesses Fawzia, Faika, Fayza and Fathia sis"rers of HRH Prince Farouk at Montazah The Princesses in the company of their British nannies
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The young Princesses and their British governesses at Montazah
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Young Prince Farouk at leisure and
sports at Montazah
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Prince Farouk and the Princesses driven to school Prince Farouk driving a convertible MG escorted by his sisters, the Princesses
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Young King Farouk I at his desk
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Rare photograph of the architect
Mostafa Fahmy Pasha who designed
the bridge linking the Tea Island with
the mainland.
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Among the few additions to the Palace during the reign of King Farouk were the bridge, water tower, police and train stafions,

and the Tea Pavilion, all designed by the Egyptian architect Mostafa Fahmy Pasha.

Royal Port
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The Tea Pavilion on the Island designed by
Mostafa Fahmy Pasha in the Neoclassical style



The Royal train station by Mestoudjian Contracting Water tower
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Entrance gate
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The young King at Montazah
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Princess Fawzia and the Shah of Iran with

Princess Fawzia and her daughter
their daughter Princess Shahinaz Nadia Ismail Cherine
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The Shoes of Happiness

The story goes that Theodoros Bdrvas, a poor Greek shoemaker with a modest shop at the corner of El Falaki and Sherif
Street, Alexandria, heard a little girl crying outside his shop because a stitch in her sandal had broken. He invited the
little girl and the accompanying lady to enter his shop. It fook minutes for Theodoros to repair the sandal; that made
the little girl happy and smiling. When he was offered remuneration, he refused saying that he had done very little. The
accompanying nanny insisted that he had in fact done a lot: he had made the little girl smile which she never did, as
by nature she was always sad. So she wrote a telephone number asking Theodoros to call the girl's mother who would
be glad to invite him for a cup of tea.
To the shoemaker’s surprise the telephone number was of that of the Montazah Palace and the little girl’s mother was
Princess Fawzia, Farouk’s sister.
Theodoros was all confused but accepted the invitation as apparently the little girl wanted to see him again. When
he met the Princess he was asked to produce a large number of women's shoes for the next ball. It was the “pink ball”
and all the ladies would wear pink dresses and new pink shoes; so Theodoros had to take the measurement of some
one-hundred distinguished feet. The next ball was the “green ball” and all the shoes ordered were to be green. The
balls kept repeating, and more and more shoes were ordered, so Theodoros acquired a reputation as provider for the
Royal Palace and then opened a respectable shop that kept him prosperous for the rest of his days.

Cited by H. Tzalas in Alexandrian Mirage, Athens, 2013
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King Farouk and Queen Farida with their children Princesses Fawzia, Fadia and Ferial at Montazah Princess Ferial’s bedroom af Montazah  elle,=l a8 <59 JU,9 8,00Vl egi 88,2
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El Mahroussa yacht King Farouk and Queen Nariman on board El Mahroussa
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El Mahroussa “El Horeyah”

The Khedival yacht El Mahroussa was built by Samauda Bros, London, in 1865, and subsequently was given two complete facelifts: one in
1906 in Glasgow when two steam furbines replaced its oscillating steam paddle; and the second in 1950, in Italy, touched its upper deck
and tunnel. El Mahroussa is considered the oldest Royal steam yacht in the world, moored in front of Ras El Tin Palace, and is sfill in service
for the Egyptian Navy. The yacht was renamed “El Horeyah™ after the 1952 coup d'état, and renamed again “El Mahroussa” by President

Mubarak. . .
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Safaa El Bahr “Ithaca”

The yacht was ordered by Khedive Abbas Hilmi II.
Built in 1894, by A & J Inglis of Glasgow, she had
two masts but depended on a ftriple expansion
steam engine, was steel built and had a single
propeller, cruising at a speed of 14 knots. The yacht
was used mostly on the Turkish coasts and the Sea
of Marmara. Later during 1915-1919 she was hired
by the Egyptian Navy as a paftrol vessel. In 1920, it
was sold to Dracoulis and renamed “lthaca”; and
in 1929, she was resolded to Hellenic Coast Lines.
Safaa El Bahryacht szl sleo sy Bombed and sunk in 20 April 1929, off Suda Bay.
_,.zu.” slao
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6 The Royal schooner Nile paddle was “Kassed Kheir” built in 1926, by Thomas Thorneycroft—transformed later into a floating hotel—while the Nile
paddle yacht "Faid Rabani” was used by Sultan Hussein and Sultana Malak.
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The King on board Fakhr El-Bihar
Hldl 29 oo sde ol

Fakhr El-Bihar — Intesar’

It was built for Prince Youssef Kamal, in 1930, by Ramage and Ferguson (85 meters) and bought by King Farouk in 1940, who sold the yacht
to the Government of Egypt in 1949. It is operational with the Egyptian Navy.
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7 King Farouk had also two other yachts “Faid El Bahr” was used in sailing and yachting competitions; and another pleasure boat "“Berenice” which he
used for fishing and water sports.
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The Visit of a Lonely King

One summer night, awakened by the sound of
voices, Judge Brinton recalls how an unexpected
guest at a party in his home in Glymenopoulo
was King Farouk himself. Rather than returning to
Montazah Palace, Farouk had asked if he could
spend the night remarking “You know | have no
home”. Judge Brinton reflected “And what kind
of a home, for a man without a wife or family,
his family life had broken up, was the immense
establishment of Montazah compared to our
own friendly household, full of youth, liveliness
and warm welcome™® .

King Farouk and

A short-lived second marriage and heir to the crown A Polii at Montazah
King Farouk | and Queen Nariman carrying their newborn son Ahmed Fouad. Olobils 9,6 cllall
5189 30>l gl Jahll 2o Oloy,b aSlally JoVI (39,16 lloll &M= 04iio |;\96\J9J_

8 Quoted in Michael Haag, Alexandria: City of Memory. Judge Brinfon was an eminent member of the American community and the
Mixed Courts.
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The 23 July 1952 military coup: Abdication and departure of the monarchy

A military tank facing Montazah gate on 23 July 1952
YA0Y gy YY 030l 5ad &lgs plol dxlunall wlgall
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The Montazah resort, developed and managed by an Italian company,
was designed by Piefro Porcinai. The works on site were supervised by
the resident architect Pietro Verbinscak.

The process of Montazah site development post-1952 involved the
fransformation of both the Haramlek and Salamlek Palaces into a hotel
and casino, and about 580 cabins were implanted on its coastal
beaches named Aida, Nefertiti, Cleopatra and Semiramis; while the
Palestine Hotel was built to host the Arab Summit in 1964.

More recently, the Haramlek has been used as an official guest house;
and other recreational facilities were added such as a sports club and
marina.
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The sale of the Palace collections in 1954 and 1958
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Palestine Hotel designed by the Military design office in 1964, completed in record fime to host the Arab Summit in 1964 Presidential visits at the Palestine Hoftel
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Unlike President Nasser, who preferred spending the summer months at his villa in neighboring WMol jas) sy UlS Cus o]l GwlS wlsludl sy .6 9000dl Mud (8 warall wMac clad ol sue Jlo> uud)dl sgsi
Maamourah, Sadat occasionally used his Montazah cabin and spent more of his summer holidays in w9 aeall a5l slad &) lo Guws )l Uy Lyl 25w Jlecadl J>Ludl (sde Wb (8 asnnll aolBYI Jiad aisly wanall (8
his villa retreat at Borg El Arab on the West Coast of Alexandria. President Mubarark followed the same wosJlocad! J>Ludl

preference for the North Coast.
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The Sadat cabin, carved in rock and exposed concrete in a natural, rock cut private pool. President Sadat and family at Montazah
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Birds-eye perspective of the site
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5.2 THE GARDENS AND BEACH LANDSCAPES - pOquiliduiliq ieunlqudlq (@il aall
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Standing Classical column in the Cactus Garden
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Archeological remains on the site
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Fish ponds af Montazah documented by the Department of Underwater
Archeology, Alexandria, Supreme Council of Egyptian Antiquities, 1999-2001
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Antigue amphoras discovered in great numbers lying at the bottom of the Sea on the Eastern
shores of Tea Island testify fo commercial maritime activity at Montazah in Antiquity
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Montazah Park

Today, the site occupies approximately 200 feddans, and
contains 60 feddans of forest and 58 feddans of palm
frees, presently maintained by 205 staff members under the
supervision of 15 horticulturalists and landscape architects.
Originally, the site included fruit frees, a poultry and dairy
farm, and a gazelle grotto which have been removed.
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Above: The rocky landscapes and palm free gardens
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Right: Gardens of the palm frees Phoenix dactylifera and Acalypha wilkesiana
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Garden alleys of Ficus nitida and Bougainvillea
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Marble lion in the
Renaissance style
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Entrance road
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Kiosk in the garden
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Granite lion in the decorative style a8,53)l ;) (58 coslyzdl (o sl
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Aida cabins
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Tea Island SLiJl 6,0 5>
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5.3 THE SALAMLEK HOTEL - Lloll wiligalo
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;. Fflambées Ropales Desserts flambés des Princesses
: Flamed by your lable
Flamed by gour lable
Tarte Princesse Fawzeya
Creveltes du Raoi Farouk Fruil phe, flamed and serded with fancy caramel sauce
Rowal praeins 15.00
e serded sdith brovdn rice
85.00 Tarte de fraise Princesse [Fayza
3 Strordberty shorl cake
5 s 15.00
L Creveltes du Roi Fouad
[ Sauleed shrimps . g -
J s s Crépes Princesse Fayka
i 20.00 Homemade sautead pancakes
[ ' 20.00
Sauleed veal cullels Homemade pancakes shuffed with apple cubes and hearky nuts
serded wilh mashed polatoes and fresh peas 20000
G000

Steak du Sultan Hussein

A Tein filel steaks

. serded with mushrooms, mashed potaloes and sauleed Yegetables
60.00
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Above left: Outdoor garden
Azl asyasdl tdloss (slel

Above right: Terrqces

Right: Guest rooms terrace panorama
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Reception salons
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Above right: Entrance hall

Jzaell &ls teuedl (el

Below right: Dining room
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Gambling casino  gi;SJI
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5.4 THE HARAMLEK PRESIDENTIAL GUEST HOUSE - cLuwljll pad - lngall
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Haramlek Palace, kitchen, laundry and staff dependencies
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Above: Entrance details
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Right: Balcony and loggia details and fagade composition
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Above: Haramlek Palace and music kiosk
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First and second floor plans
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Kitchen Security Laundry
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Terracotta and mosaic facade details
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Haramlek loggias and open galleries
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Loggias and open galleries of Haramlek Palace
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Stucco details, marble
parapets and stained
glass fenestrations
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Corridors details aJslaJl wlyood) @)ool Jroladl
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Fresco details of Medieval Chivalry scenes
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5.6 THE TEA ISLAND PAVILION AND BRIDGE - 12qlq (Ll [[Lo
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The Tea Pavilion sbadl clis

Tea Island SLiJl 6 ,0,>
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The Island Bridge 6,32l S,6S
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5.7 THE YACHTING MARINA AND LIGHTHOUSE - |lLallgLigalliguun




The Lighthouse and Port we=xJl cluog 6,LUolI
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The Lighthouse é,lJl Jaolai
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The Lighthouse and Yacht marina
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5.8 THE ROYAL GREENHOUSE - cuinil cuginll
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Above left: Anthurium spp., Adiantum tenerum
il - csuld oyl 1l :dloss (sl

Above right: Spathiphyllum wallisii, Codiaeum variegatum
Ug39)S - porrtilow 10lils fguey el

Right: Chamaedorea elegans (palm), Howeia forsteriana (palm), Pteris ensiformis
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Paradise Resort (deer cave) and restaurants Sports Club
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The Clock Tower and shops
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The Windmill The Water Reservoir
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5.10 COMPANY OFFICES AND WORKSHOPS - 1L aligopialfl sl
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Above: Train garage
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Right: Montazah Railway Station
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to Montazah

590l csumniiyll Jao0l

0}
)
C
O
=
C
NN}




REFERENCES
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

«  Botti, G. “Plan de la Ville d’Alexandrie a I'Epoque Ptolémaique” - Monuments et Localités de I'’Ancienne I 1. Prince Abba ni, Mohamed Abdel Aziz Nigm, Dr. Mohamed Mostafa, Dr. Kyriakos Savvopoulos,
Alexandrie RE BSAA', LI pp.’ e ' m-r nawi, > Mustafa Fahmy Pasha, Wassim Mohieldin, Khamis Khamis, Harry Tzalas,

e Breccia, E. Monuments de I'Egypte Gréco-Romaine, Alexandria, 1926. of Refaat. Hisharr : -k Rady, Amal Samir, Mervat Fayad,

*  Durrell, Lawrence. Constance: The Avignon Quintet - The Palace of Montaza, Ale

*  Forster, E.M. Alexandria: A History and a Guide, Alexandria,1922

e  Gabtree, Reginald. Royal Yachts of Europe, Vanco

* Haag, Michael. Alexandria: City of Memo

*  Hofman, Erik. The Steam Yachts: An Erc

MARi9 IS

* Lackany, quam_és'ﬁljelqbe J L
«  Loyd's Register of Yachts, > gwlbie a0Vl gouw

7“QMM

+  Abdel Meguid, Moham 5

Heritage”, Journal o
* Torok, May. Harem, B
e  Tzalas, Harry. Fare
e Tzalas, Harry. Alexc
e Salvator, Ludwig. R
SR TFICREV FENR

' By



